
 
 
 
 

“Florida Beaches & Kennedy Space Center” 
September 10-17, 2022 

 
Dear Parks and Recreation Traveler: 
 
Grab your flip-flops, suntan lotion and umbrella as we make our way to the sunshine state and the pristine 
beaches of Florida for a little R&R.  We will spend two days each on both Panama City Beach and Daytona 
Beach as well as a day at the Kennedy Space Center on Merritt Island, FL.  Also included in the trip are 
stops at Franklin, TN, Savannah, GA and Chattanooga, TN. This will be our first trip to Florida in our Trips 
Program.  
 
On our first day of the trip we stop in Franklin, TN and visit the Carter House & Carnton Plantation which 
played pivotal rolls on November 30, 1864 in “The Battle of Franklin” during The Civil War.  This bloody 
siege lasted a mere 5 hours but the battle resulted in 10,000 casualties and 7,000 wounded soldiers on both 
sides of the war—Union and Confederate!  We will learn some interesting facts behind this Historical Event.  
 
Upon arrival in Panama City, we enjoy an early dinner at the Shrimp Boat Restaurant, a family-owned 
restaurant with a reputation of being one of the finest seafood restaurants in town.  We arrive at Holiday Inn 
Resort—Panama City Beach with plenty of beach time as well as time to enjoy the many nightly activities 
offered by the resort.  Our rooms will all be frontal, full ocean view with balconies. 
 
Monday morning, we visit Airboat Adventures with an exhilarating Airboat ECO Tour of the backwaters of 
West Bay, rivers, creeks, and marshlands in search of native Florida wildlife.  We will see the real Florida, 
like you’ve never imagined, at the beach.  American Bald Eagles, Ospreys, Heron, Dolphins, Alligators and 
lots more!  Enjoy the beautiful scenery as we glide on just inches of water in one of their real Everglades 
style airboats. 
 
Day four of our trip takes us across the state to Daytona Beach and check in at the Hilton Daytona Beach 
Oceanfront Resort for a two-night stay.  Again, our rooms will be frontal full ocean view rooms.  After 
checking in to our hotel we enjoy dinner at Joe’s Crab Shack located on Main Street Pier a short walk from 
our hotel. After dinner, travelers will have the rest of the evening to enjoy the beautiful beaches of Daytona 
Beach. 
 
Wednesday, we head south and visit the Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex on Merritt Island, FL. for 
an out-of-this-world experience.  Here we’ll be inspired as we dive into the past, present and future of space 
travel.  Divided into Mission Zones, where attractions and tours are grouped by chronological era, we can 
get an up-close, hands-on feel for the story of the humans in space.  
 
As we leave beautiful Daytona Beach on Thursday morning, we traveled north and visit one of the Grand 
Old Ladies of the South—Savannah, GA!  Our overnight stay will be at the Hilton Garden Inn Savannah 
Historic District.  After an afternoon of free time to browse the many Quaint Shops in the Historic District, 
we board the Georgia Queen a short walk from our hotel for an evening Dinner Cruise on the beautiful 
Savannah River.   



Friday morning, we head west for Chattanooga, TN and stop in Macon, GA for lunch at Chick fil A.  After 
lunch we visit the world headquarters of Chick fil A located in Atlanta, GA and do The Backstage Tour of 
their Headquarters facility.  Our tour is a storytelling experience that will lead us through the fascinating 
history, culture and values of the company and its founder, Truett Cathy.  During our tour we will visit 
Truitt’s Office, their History Museum, as well as Truitt’s Car Collection.    
 
Saturday as we head for home with a stop in Paducah, KY for lunch, we remanence about the special times 
spent on the beaches and the beautiful sights we saw especially the Kennedy Space Center Visitor Complex.      
 
The tour also includes 5 dinners, 3 Breakfasts, Dinner Cruise, attractions, admissions, lodging, all gratuities, 
escort & deluxe motor coach transportation.   
 
Our coach will have full time Wi-Fi during the duration of our trip.  As always, this itinerary is subject to 
change without advance notice. 
 
Participants should be aware that this trip will include moderate to heavy walking.  Travelers will be 
negotiating steps/stairs on & off and up & down at various sites and motor coach during portions of the trip. 
 
Participants will be restricted to one piece of checked luggage and one carryon bag to be carried inside the 
motorcoach.  The carryon bag will need to be a soft-sided bag.  One piece of checked luggage and one 
carryon bag will be allowed on the motor coach.  Luggage tags & final itinerary will be provided to you 
closer to the actual departure date of the trip. 
 
Participants who register must also complete a consent waiver form which will detail emergency contacts 
and any current and pertinent medical or medicinal information.  This form will be sent at a later date. 
 
It will be the responsibility of the traveler to be punctual when the itinerary states a departure or group 
meeting time.  In order to meet our itinerary commitments and to be fair to our fellow travelers, we will not 
hold the bus because someone is late. It will be the responsibility of the traveler to rejoin the group. 
 
Fee Schedule: 
The cost of this wonderful trip will be $1985 per person (double occupancy).  The single traveler cost will 
be $2625 (Includes a single traveler supplement of $640 per single traveler).  The Triple traveler cost will be 
$1775 per person (triple occupancy).  This price is all inclusive and includes all gratuities.  We are asking 
you to pay in increments due to the cost of this trip.  You can make payments as often as you like, but we 
will need a minimum amount paid as follows: 
 
 
Payment Schedule: 
Immediately: $50 per person deposit (non-refundable).  All refunds will be subject to a $50 refund fee.                                 
Friday, February 25, 2022: a minimum of an additional $600 must be paid. 
Friday, April 22, 2022: an additional $600 must be paid. 
Friday, July 15, 2022: remaining balance of the trip must be paid in full.   
Friday, July 15, 2022: After this date no refunds of any kind will be given for cancellations due to our 
commitment to the various vendors involved with this trip (see the information on travel insurance, highly 
recommended). 
 



This trip will close out for registration on Friday, July 15, 2022     
 
TRAVEL INSURANCE:  Many of you have inquired about travel insurance for our extended trips.  Travel 
insurance is a method for providing you a means to recoup your cost should you have to cancel at the last 
minute or become sick on a trip.  We do not endorse any particular product, but after searching the internet 
we came up with a couple of sources for travel insurance. 
 
Travel Guard International, 1-800-826-4919 or www.travelguard.com  Several of our travelers have used 
this provider. 
 
Or compare several plans at once at www.InsureMyTrip.com or www.quotetravelinsurance.com  With 
either service you can purchase on line or over the phone.  Please make sure you understand what you are 
purchasing.  Buying the travel insurance is totally up to you and making any claim with the carrier is the 
total responsibility of the person purchasing the insurance. 
 
If you have any additional questions please do not hesitate to call 636-949-3372 or John’s direct line at 
636-949-3580. 
 
This trip is now open for registration and will be conducted on a FIRST COME-FIRST SERVE basis 
 
Thank you for considering traveling with us. 
Sincerely, 
 
 
John Pike 
Trip Planner     
            

http://www.travelguard.com/
http://www.insuremytrip.com/
http://www.quotetravelinsurance.com/

