
 
 
 
 

“Magnolias, Mansions & Memories” 
March 24-31, 2022 
 

Dear Parks and Recreation Traveler: 
 
We are excited to finally have the information for the “Magnolias, Mansions & Memories” trip available to 
our travelers.  Join us as we step back into the pre-Civil War life of the mid-19th century with history, 
hoopskirts, festivals & food during a visit to the annual Spring Pilgrimage in Natchez, MS.  Along with 
stops in Baton Rouge, Lafayette and Little Rock, AR, we visit numerous antebellum homes, mansions and 
plantation estates to gain a historical glimpse into the resplendent world of southern plantation life. 
 
We motor coach south with an overnight stop in Ridgeland, MS.  We begin day two with a visit to the 
Mississippi Petrified Forest located just outside of Jackson, MS.  Walk along the nature trail and pause as 
the size of the petrified logs indicates that as living trees, these stone giants are over one hundred feet tall, 
and perhaps a thousand or more years old.  We are greeted in Natchez that evening with a progressive 
dinner in three of these historical beautiful mansions. 
 
On Saturday morning we visit Frogmore Cotton Plantation, an 1800-acre working cotton plantation that has 
19 restored antebellum structures that dates from the early 1800’s.  In the afternoon we visit Longwood, the 
jewel of Natchez.  Longwood is the largest octagonal house in the United States and has survived decades of 
neglect and near-abandonment to become one of Natchez’ most popular attractions.  
 
As we head south, we visit Atchafayala Basin Landing and enjoy an authentic Louisiana experience on a 90-
minute escorted swamp tour on the Atchafayala Basin in Louisiana Cajun Country.  The sights of moss 
draped trees, egrets and alligators will be narrated by guides that are informative and amusing, able to blend 
history, myth, opinion and practical lore in a one-and-a-half-hour tour.   
 
We begin Monday morning with a tour of the LSU Rural Life Museum and learn the lifestyles and life-ways 
of rural people of Louisiana.  The museum farm includes more than 25 buildings spread over five acres with 
literally thousands of artifacts and has the largest collection of material culture of the 19th century Louisiana.  
Our next stop on the trip is a visit to the crown jewel of Louisiana’s River Road—Houmas House!  
Constructed in the late 1820’s and designed in Greek revival architecture, this magnificent mansion is 
commonly referred to as the “Sugar Palace.”  Houmas House Plantation at one point the nation’s number 
one producer of sugar once boasted 300,000 acres and was the center of the largest slave holdings in 
Louisiana with over 800 slaves. 
 
Day six of our trip brings us to Avery Island and a guided tour of the Tabasco Sauce factory.  Tabasco brand 
products are made by McIlhenny Company, founded by Edmund McIlhenny in 1868 on Avery Island, LA.  
It was here that he developed the recipe of Tabasco Original Red Pepper Sauce that’s been passed down 
from generation to generation.  Today, nearly 153 years later, Tabasco Sauce, the basic recipe, the process 
by which its made, and the ingredients remain virtually unchanged.  
 



 
Enjoy the charm of a bygone era and genuine Cajun hospitality at the historic Conrad Rice Mill, built in 
1912.  The mill is America’s oldest operating rice mill and a rare surviving example of a factory using a 
turn-of-the-century belt-driven power transmission.  We make a brief stop at the Cane River Pecan Co.  
retail store for some “retail therapy” and learn the rich history of Cane River Pecan Co.  We finish our day 
with dinner at Randol’s, an authentic Cajun restaurant with live Cajun music. 
 
Wednesday, we head north through Louisiana and visit the site along the highway where America’s favorite 
outlaw lovebirds, Bonnie & Clyde, were riddled with dozens of bullets by hidden lawmen.  The ambush site 
has two monuments marking the location of the infamous couple’s demise.  Eight miles down the road we 
visit the Bonnie & Clyde Ambush Museum, aka Ma Canfield’s Café, where Bonnie & Clyde dined for the 
last time.  The museum has several artifacts from the ambush along with several articles on display. 
 
We overnight on Wednesday in Little Rock, AR and as we head for home we enjoy lunch at a legendary 
Bar-B-Que Restaurant in Dexter, MO—The Hickory Log!    
 
The tour also includes 7 dinners, 3 Lunch, Progressive Dinner, attractions, admissions, lodging, all 
gratuities, escort & deluxe motor coach transportation.   
 
Our coach will have full time Wi-Fi during the duration of our trip.  As always, this itinerary is subject to 
change without advance notice. 
 
Participants should be aware that this trip will include moderate to heavy walking.  Travelers will be 
negotiating steps/stairs on & off and up & down at various sites and motor coach during portions of the trip. 
 
Participants will be restricted to one piece of checked luggage and one carryon bag to be carried inside the 
motorcoach.  The carryon bag will need to be a soft-sided bag.  One piece of checked luggage and one 
carryon bag will be allowed on the motor coach.  Luggage tags & final itinerary will be provided to you 
closer to the actual departure date of the trip. 
 
Participants who register must also complete a consent waiver form which will detail emergency contacts 
and any current and pertinent medical or medicinal information.  This form will be sent at a later date. 
 
It will be the responsibility of the traveler to be punctual when the itinerary states a departure or group 
meeting time.  In order to meet our itinerary commitments and to be fair to our fellow travelers, we will not 
hold the bus because someone is late. It will be the responsibility of the traveler to rejoin the group. 
 
Fee Schedule: 
The cost of this wonderful trip will be $1945 per person (double occupancy).  The single traveler cost will 
be $2360 (Includes a single traveler supplement of $415 per single traveler).  The Triple traveler cost will be 
$1807 per person (triple occupancy).  This price is all inclusive and includes all gratuities.  We are asking 
you to pay in increments due to the cost of this trip.  You can make payments as often as you like, but we 
will need a minimum amount paid as follows: 
 
 
 



Payment Schedule: 
Immediately: $50 per person deposit (non-refundable).  All refunds will be subject to a $50 refund fee.                                 
Friday, December 10, 2021: a minimum of an additional $600 must be paid. 
Friday, January 7, 2022: a minimum of an addition $600 must be paid. 
Friday, February 4, 2022: remaining balance of the trip must be paid in full.   
Friday, February 4, 2022: After this date no refunds of any kind will be given for cancellations due to our 
commitment to the various vendors involved with this trip (see the information on travel insurance, highly 
recommended). 
 

This trip will close out for registration on Friday, February 4, 2022     
 
TRAVEL INSURANCE:  Many of you have inquired about travel insurance for our extended trips.  Travel 
insurance is a method for providing you a means to recoup your cost should you have to cancel at the last 
minute or become sick on a trip.  We do not endorse any particular product, but after searching the internet 
we came up with a couple of sources for travel insurance. 
 
Travel Guard International, 1-800-826-4919 or www.travelguard.com  Several of our travelers have used 
this provider. 
 
Or compare several plans at once at www.InsureMyTrip.com or www.quotetravelinsurance.com  With 
either service you can purchase on line or over the phone.  Please make sure you understand what you are 
purchasing.  Buying the travel insurance is totally up to you and making any claim with the carrier is the 
total responsibility of the person purchasing the insurance. 
 
If you have any additional questions, please do not hesitate to call 636-949-3372 or John’s direct line at 
636-949-3580. 
 
This trip is now open for registration and will be conducted on a FIRST COME-FIRST SERVE basis 
 
Thank you for considering traveling with us. 
Sincerely, 
 
 
John Pike 
Trip Planner     
            

http://www.travelguard.com/
http://www.insuremytrip.com/
http://www.quotetravelinsurance.com/

