CITY OF ST. CHARLES ECOPARK ST. CHARLES PARKS & RECREATION

Making a wetland

Nature makes the best wetlands, but sometimes the clay contain water even better. Two passive wells
they have to be restored or constructed. The St. draw groundwater. To give the wetland a head start,
Charles Ecopark already had two natural basins that native plants like arrowhead, swamp milkweed, great
held rainwater. Two bridges now cross the south wet- blue lobelia, and gord grass were added.

land but otherwise it was not changed.

Backfoes dug a deeper basin in the north
weB3nd: Bentonite tilled into the soil helps
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Backgwund Using heavy equipment is often the first step in de- ing the Ecopark y
ing wetlands, as at this Missouri conservation area, Image adjusts levels,
issouri Department of Conservation (4, background). -




